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Why we need circular solutions?
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Conventional economic models, linear in 
nature, are incapable to deal with non-
linearity of natural systems.*

Our planet’s resources are being consumed 
at a much faster rate than they are created.

A balance between the resources 
consumption and their renewal has to be 
found. 

* “Come On!” by Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker, Anders Wijkman
A report to the Club of Rome, 2018
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VinylPlus® as a Circular Economy frontrunner

Plastic converters

+

Resins Additives

+
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United PVC Value Chain

200 companies
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+

In Partnership with

https://thenaturalstep.org/PVC/ 

http://www.recovinyl.com/

European network of 185 companies,
recyclers and converters

http://www.recovinyl.com/
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30 targets
1. Reducing emissions
2. Reducing energy consumption
3. Controlled loop management
4. Sustainable use of additives 
5. Sustainability awareness

Independently audited annual 
‘Progress Reports’

Overseen by a ‘Monitoring 
Committee’  (representatives of the 
European Commission, European 
Parliament, Unions, Consumer 
organisations, Academics)

VinylPlus Commitment 2010 - 2020
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Progress: Recycling for a Circular Economy 

Our target: 800 kt/year of PVC recycled by 2020

639,648 tonnes of PVC recycled in 2017 

Traceability for recyclates, including additives, 
audited and certified

Recovinyl system to ensure quality material flow

The quality of recycled PVC is that 
what matters!
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4.2 Million tonnes of PVC recycled since 2000!
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VinylPlus has already taken up the challenge! 

Revision process started
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Progress: Scientific Data
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2015-2016: studies on migration of lead out of PVC waste

2016-2017: modelling and risk assessments on

Outdoor storage of recycled PVC 

Migration during service life of products made from 
recyclate

Workers in recycling and converting industries

Socio-economic studies to prove the sustainability 
benefits of recycling

PVC Recyclates containing lead legacy additives 
are safe in use

VinylPlus is a competent and credible partner for EU 
authorities when discussing the legacy substances issues 
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Recycling PVC products with legacy lead additives is the best waste 
management option from health and environmental points of view
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Time-limited derogations (15 years) were agreed by the MS experts to allow 
recycling of PVC to continue as a viable waste management practice

* ECHA opinion, March 18, 2018

Call for continuous recycling of plastics with legacy substances and their use in 
specific, well defined and safe applications

* DRAFT REPORT on a European strategy for plastics in a circular economy, Environment 
Committee of the EP, March 27, 2018



www.vinylplus.eu
12

Progress: VinylPlus® Product Label

March 2018 : VinylPlus® Product Label launched for window 
profiles with the support of EPPA* 

Developed in cooperation with BRE Global and The Natural Step

Based on sustainability criteria, including responsible sourcing 
and additives

To encourage responsible purchasing, public and private 

Sustainability awareness in the market

* European PVC Profile & Related Building Products Association, www.eppa-profiles.eu

http://www.eppa-profiles.eu/
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Progress: VinylPlus ASF

‘Additives Sustainability Footprint’ 

Complementing existing schemes (e.g. EPD, PEF)

Wider set of criteria aligned with the VinylPlus commitment and four TNS System 
Conditions

Helping to understand current issues, complying with regulation, implementing 
circular economy and guiding innovation for the future 

Results Matrix: 
colour-coded based on 

number of positive answers
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Global engagement:
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Summing-up

United industry

Real progress made through the VinylPlus 
Voluntary Commitment, increasing the 
sustainability performance of PVC

Product Label for window profile sector

Partnerships
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EU Plastics discussion - Milestones
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2018From February 2018January 20182017December 2015

Action Plan for the Circular Economy – Closing the Loop

SP

CPW

Publication of 
dedicated 
roadmaps, 

public 
consultations

(VinylPlus
input)

EC 
Communication

Discussions in 
EP & Council

* SP: Strategy on plastics in the circular economy
* CPW: Analysis of the interface between chemicals, products and waste legislation and identification of policy options

9-10 July: vote in ENVI

10-13 Sept: vote in Plenary

21 June: vote in ENVI

2 July: vote in Plenary
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EC communication (16/01/2018) : “A European 
Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy”

…. “the Commission is launching an EU-wide pledging campaign to ensure that by 2025, 
ten million tonnes of recycled plastics find their way into new products on the EU market 
… this exercise is addressed to both private and public actors, inviting them to come 
forward with substantive pledges by June 2018”
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Thank you!

www.vinylplus.eu info@vinylplus.eu @vinylplus_eu
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Back up slide



FOUR SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES ARE USED TO DEFINE 

CRITERIA FOR SUSTAINABLE USE OF ADDITIVES

Principle 1: Substances from the Earth’s crust must not systematically increase in 

concentration in nature

Principle 2: Substances produced by society must not systematically increase in 

concentration in nature

Principle 3: Nature must not be systematically degraded by physical means

Principle 4: People must not be subject to structural obstacles to health, 

influence, competence, impartiality and meaning


